

Blast off on brag-worthy excursions with the new KTM 1090 ADVENTURE R! > 

When the pavement turns to dirt, kick it up a gear and attack whatever challenges lie ahead. 

From corner-riddled mountain roads to knee-deep sand washes, if you can picture it, this savage can overcome it! 
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As summer approaches the calendar begins to fill up with 
ADV-focused rider rallies. These events are growing each and 
every year, not only in attendance but in the number of ac- 
tivities, rides, clinics and vendors. Hopefully you have carved 
some time out of your schedule to attend a rally. The chance 
spend a few days with a large group of like-minded individ- 
uals while riding and learning about adventure motorcycles is 
time-off well spent. 


But for some, these rallies are not time off, it’s work. Those 
companies that promote their rally set up vendor space or 
have sponsor clinics there to make sure you have a great time 
while creating a connection to their brand or product. They 
truly care that you have a great time, as it makes for loyal 
customers. Then there are those that are there to report; 
those like Simon, Chris and Seiji making sure that the images 
and words after the fact capture the spirit and experiences 
that make these events so great. An expertly crafted recap 
lets those not able to attend get in on the action from home. 
While you may not realize it, there are some people from man- 
ufacturers researching all sorts of projects pertaining to the 
adventure segment, like myself. We care about what you ride, 
how you ride, where you ride and why you ride. 


The common denominator is that anyone working at a rally 
really does care that the experience is positive and unforget- 
table. Yes it’s good for business, but it’s also because we love 
it just as much as you do. There are many (I won’t include my- 
self in this group) that could earn more and have more status 
in another industry as they are amazing talents that any busi- 
ness would be lucky to have. However, they stay because they 
are riders and lovers of motorcycles. It’s often said that you 
won’t ever get rich working in the motorcycle industry. There 
is an old saying that also rings true - “Do something you love 
and you will never work a day in your life.” 
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EMBRACE THE UNEXPECTED 

Shinkos 705's tough rubber compound resists tearing during 
off road use while packing a versatile tread pattern providing 
excellent wet and dry weather traction and smooth running 
on the highway. Designed in a multitude of sizes the 705 fits 
most bikes while providing the miles per dollar you love. 


ShinkatireUSA.com 
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The mission is simple, if you want to 
share your adventures on “insta-adv” 
you’d better start following us! 
@upshift_online and use the hash tag 
#upshift_online on your photos 
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1. Giant Loop Coyote Saddlebag Roll Top Updates 
Horseshoe Shaped Motorcycle Saddlebag 

Based on overwhelmingly positive rider feedback after a 
limited preview release in 2016, adventure proof packing 
and gear systems innovator Giant Loop redesigned its 
pioneering horseshoe-shaped motorcycle saddlebag for 
2017 with the new Coyote Saddlebag Roll Top. The Coyote 
Saddlebag Roll Top features a convenient rolling closure 
that seals out water and dust while maintainingthe pack- 
able volume and all the unique “go light, go fast, go far” 
benefits of its zippered predecessor, the original Coyote 
Saddlebag: Super rugged, stable, lightweight, rack-less 
mounting, gear positioned tight to center of bike. Made in 
U.S.A. Available in yellow, white, gray, orange and black. 
www.giantloopmoto.com 




2. KLIM Kodiak Touring Survival System 

Engineered to bring a more refined fit to the KLIM lineup, the Kodiak collection enters the touring world in a sleek and tailored 
style built for abuse. Featuring fully armored KLIM Technology to battle the weather, abrasion and travels most troublesome ob- 
stacles, KLIM’s Kodiak is the high-mileage touring king. Designed for riders looking for the ultimate in precision fit, Kodiak is built 
on a base of GORE-TEX® Pro Shell GUARANTEED TO KEEP YOU DRY® main body fabric. Integrated perforated leather overlays in 
high-abrasion zones add functional style while muted corporate brandingfinishes the rugged and durable look. Functionality is 

the core of any KLIM product and the Kodiak has more than most. Each 
piece comes equipped with genuine YKK® zippers, D30® CE-rated level 
two armor, intelligent ventilation ports and functional cargo carrying 
pockets. Each piece also features Black 3M™ Scotchlite™ reflective 
material. For more information, visit www.KLIM.com 




HELMET 


The Trekker Helmet’s crossover design 
combines the best of ADV and street 
styling and function to create one of the 
most versatile helmets on the market. 
Perfect for dual sport and adventure 
touring, this full-featured helmet will have 
you prepared for anything your trek 
has in store. 


FLYSTREETGEAR.COM 
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3 . Forcefield: A Modular Inner Layering System 

A combination designed to be used together- condition 
dependent, one two or three layers A true inner layering 
system. No matter what the temperature or conditions. 
Comfort on a motorcycle is of paramount importance. 

Being warm, comfortable and protected not only makes the 
ride more enjoyable, but also helps concentration and aids 
awareness when needed most. The aim is to make sure you 
can move, with little restriction or discomfort. 

Our technical approach to product, construction and ma- 
terials results in the Forcefield Layering system being able 
to work at its best while keeping the rider protected, warm, 
dry and comfortable. Using the very best materials in terms 
of temperature regulation, and personal protection has 
resulted in a system like no other available in the motorcycle 
market. Breathability, wicking performance, wind block, 
thermal properties when needed, and of course industry 
leading impact protection. Go to www.motonation.com 
for more information. 





4 . KTM Powerwear HQ Adventure Jacket 

• High-Quality, Versatile Touring Jacket 

• Breathable, elastic Sympatex® performance 2-layer outer material 

• Taped, waterproof seams 

• Breathable, wind and waterproof thanks to Sympatex® performance 2-layer outer material 

• Waterproof front fastener 

• Water-repellent YKK zips 

• Mesh lining throughout with optimum ventilation for impressive comfort 

• Ventilation zips 

• Suitable for use all year round thanks to removable thermal lining 

• Abrasion-proof, rip-resistant, elastic Sympatex® performance 2-layer outer material 

• Crash zones with soft, extremely comfortable 1.1 - 1.2 mm goatskin 

• Reflective transfer prints for greater safety 

• Removable SAS-TEC® protectors on shoulder and elbow 

• Doubled material on shoulders and elbows 

• Double-padded seams for maximum durability 

• Actively styled with excellent freedom of movement for optimum comfort 

• Sufficient freedom of movement to turn the head and look over the shoulder 

• Preformed elbow structure for increased ride comfort 

• Short and long connecting zip 

• Accordion elastic on shoulder and upper elbow 

• Insulating, lightweight microfiber padding 

• Elastic outer material guarantees optimized freedom of movement 

• Elastic drawstring adjustable on both sides 

• Adjustable waist 

• Adjustable upper-arm width with zip fastener 

• Removable, washable, perforated inner lining 

• Waterproof pocket on removable thermal lining 

• Waterproof pocket between front panel and main zip fastener 

• Pocket for optional SAS-TEC® back protector 

• MSRP $464.99 www.ktmusa.com 





TREKKER DOLOMITI 

The new TREKKER DOLOMITI hard cases: your travel 
companions on the road worldwide. Light, secure 
and innovative, they are made of 1.5mm thick natural 
aluminum. Ready to travel with you. 


TOP CASE: 

• Monokey® system, 46 It. 

• Monokey® system, 30 It. Can be used both as a top 
or a side case 

SIDE CASE: 

• Pair of side cases, 36 It each 

• Fully compatible with any GIVI Monokey® PL or PLR 
mounting system 


E PLORER 
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Find more than 900 accessories at giviusa.com 
Discover giviexplorer.com the web portal for motorcyclists 








The next-gen 2017 Suzuki I /-Strom B50XT. It’s not about the destination. 

It’s about the state-of-the-art electronics package, including highly advanced 3-mode traction control 
that lets you adjust to any riding surface imaginable. It’s ABS, giving you peace of mind in all conditions. 
It’s the genius Low RPM Assist for smooth launches and enhanced low-speed riding. It’s Suzuki’s Easy 
Start System that enables simple, one-touch starts. It’s the unmistakable feeling that only a V-twin 
engine can deliver, whether you’re crossing town or the entire continent. And it’s knowing that you didn’t 
have to break the bank to break free. Because the value of a journey isn’t measured in miles. 

It’s measured in experiences. 


Traction Control cannot prevent loss of traction due to excessive speed when the rider enters a turn and/or applies the brakes. Neither can it prevent the front wheel from losing grip. ABS is not designed 
to shorten the braking distance. Please always ride at a safe speed for road and weather conditions, including while cornering. Suzuki, the "S" logo, and Suzuki model and product names are Suzuki 
Trademarks or ®. © 2017 Suzuki Motor of America, Inc. 




Four I /-Strom models. Infinite journeys. 
See the full lineup at SuzukiCycles.com 


$ SUZUKI 
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KTM 1290 



After we arrived from Lima air- 
port on day one at the hotel, we 
met up on the beach for the press 
conference and to drink a few of 
the local Pisco sour cocktails. 
The vibe was just right as PR guy 
Rik Van Gerwin (whom I had met 
at Intermot months earlier at the 
1290 announcement) started to 
fill us in on all the specs. 

KTM is all about adventure. From 
KTM’s sixteen undefeated Dakar 
victories, to their development of 
their adventure bike line, one can 
tell that this line of bikes is be- 
coming more refined with each 
new release. 






KTM IB SUPER ADVENTURE 











SUPER ADVENTURE 
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Specifications 


Engine 

Bore/stroke 

Power 

Torque 

Compression ratio 

Starter/battery 

Transmission 
Fuel system 

Control 

Lubrication 

Engine oil 
Primary drive 

Final drive 

Cooling 

Clutch 

Engine management/ignition 
Traction control 


2-cylinder, 4-stroke, V 75° 

1,301 cc 

108/71 mm 

118 kW (160 hp) @ 8,750 rpm 

140 Nm @ 6,750 rpm 

13.1:1 

E-starter/1 2V 11.2 Ah 

6 gears 

Keihin EFI (throttle body 52 mm) 

4 V/DOHC 

Pressure lubrication with 3 Eaton pumps 
Motorex, SAE 10W-50 


Liquid cooling 

PASC™ slipper clutch, hydraulically operated 

Keihin EMS with RBW and cruise control, double ignition 

MTC (4-Mode, disengageable) 


Chassis 


Frame Chromium-Molybdenum-Steel trellis frame, powder coated 

Subframe Aluminum, powder coated 

Handlebar Aluminum, tapered, 0 28/22 mm 

Front suspension WP-USD 0 48 mm 

Rear suspension WP PDS shock absorber 


Suspension travel front/rear 220/220 mm 



piston, radially mounted caliper , brake disc 0 320 mm 


Front brake 


Rear brake 


iston, fixed caliper, brake disc 0 267 mm 


Brembo 


Bosch 9ME Combined-ABS (incl. cornering-ABS and offroad mode, 
disenengageable) 


Wheels front/rear 


;s rims 2.50x21"; 4.50 x 18' 


Tires front/rear 


Chain 


Stainless steel silencer wi th regulatec^atalytic converter 


Silencer 


Steering head angle 


Wheel base 


Ground clearance 


Fuel capacity 


approx. 23 liters/3.5 liters reserve 


Dry weight 


approx. 217 kg 


Weight (ready to ride) 


approx. 224 kg (without fuel) 


Weight (fully fueld) 


approx. 240 kg 




KTM 1291 SUPER AD 



Having ridden the 1190R for several years, I was very interested to hear the changes on the new machine. 
The 1290R features a completely new look with the front of the bike having LED lights with a bold styling 
package. The chrome-molybdenum frame of the chassis features 220mm of WP suspension front and 
rear, with 48mm diameter forks up front. The PDS rear shock. 21” and 18” spoked wheels are standard 
equipment with Conti TKC80 tires. According to Chris Birch, the new 1290R is more capable out of the 
box than previous models and its suspension is more off-road capable. 

At 1301cc, the 1290 Super Adventure R has even more power than KTM’s previous 1190R off-road ori- 
ented bike. This motor is derived from the first generation Super Duke R, but KTM’s engineers developed 
the cylinder heads and added a new crankshaft. 

The 1290R has four ride modes: sport, street, rain, and off-road. Modes power in street, and sport is 
160HP, and in rain, and off-road the power is cut to 100HP. The traction control and ABS options allow 
the rider to select the exact option for the current terrain. 




A big new feature, literally, on the 1290R, is the new 6.5 color TFT display with gorilla glass. Modes, 
menus, and programmable features are accessed by the same left side buttons as the 1190R, but the 
view is much more modern now with the big display that has a special coating to cut out reflections. This 
display keeps the info easily readable in all lighting conditions. 

The display also features a new optional travel pack that adds Motor Slip Regulation, Hill Hold Control, 
Quickshifter, and the new KTM ‘My Ride Bluetooth’ smart phone tethering. There is also now a USB 
storage compartment to the right side of the cockpit that will charge and hold one’s smart phone on a 
safe and dry place. This enables one to answer calls, and control music right from the handlebar. 

Other standard key features to make the ride more comfortable are new heated grips with integrated 
wiring, a windshield that is adjustable on the road just using one hand, cruise control, and a new wireless 
key system. The bars and pegs are also adjustable. Another big plus is also heat protection under the 
seat to keep the rider from getting too hot from the motor. An option to consider if a rider plans on riding 
a lot off-road, is the foam pre-filter that fits into the air intakes on the front of the bike. 





1290 







Day 2 The Ride 

After a good breakfast, we were given a rundown on how to access the bike’s menu. Even standing in the hotel 
parking area, I knew today was going to be a hot one. We had heard that a previous group of European journalists 
had a few “issues” with the heat, so I had been pounding water the previous evening, after a Pisco sour of course. 





KTM SUPER ADVENTURE 






Introducing the 


HANDLEBAR 

MAGICMOUNT' R J| | ||k|V 

Magneti^Mount for Mobile Devices ^ |j |\| | 


MOUNT 


Great for motorcycles and bicycles. Securely mount 
your smartphone to your handlebars for easy viewing 
and access during your next touring adventure. 


MBM2SM 


• Easily adjusts to your handlebar diameter. 

• Durable elastic bands provide extra security during 
off-road or rough road use. 

• Works with most cases. 

• Powerful magnets are 1 00% safe for mobile devices. 

• Rotates 360° for unlimited mounting angle options. 


ACCESSORIES FOR LIFE” 
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The trail headed right to one of the many bays in the area. I felt like Matt Damon in “The Martian” riding across 
a surface that resembled Mars. There wasn’t a tree in sight, or any people for that matter. I had the bike in off- 
road mode to start, but quickly switched to street mode, with traction control off (a “Pro Tip” from a few of the 
KTM guys). With 160HP, it’s no surprise that this bike goes hard. The first thing I did notice though, was the lack of 
vibration from the new LC8 motor; much smoother than the 1190R. The suspension of the bike was also a big step 
up from the stock 1190R kit, and although I ran out of talent a few times and hit some square edges too hard a few 
times, the forks did not seem to mind. 

Carving across this barren desert was a great experience. It made the previous day’s travel hassles all worth it. The 
wind was even helping out by blowing the dust off to the left side, making for better visibility. 

At our first photo stop we got to do a few laps of a small course for the KTM photographers. Although the bike 
clocks in at about 500lbs (475lbs approximate dry weight), it feels lighter, and is not as much of a handful as riding 
a bike of this size and weight as one would think. 











Blasting further down the coast, our lunch stop was on a small peninsular in the boundaries of the Paracas National 
Reserve. I met one of the young park rangers who told me about the abundant sea and bird life in the area: dolphins, 
pelicans, flamingos, and penguins. Yes penguins. 

We left the Natural Preserve, and then came the part I was a bit nervous about: riding this big ADV bike in the sand. 
It was seriously hot as we headed inland to the dunes. I saw 37 degrees Celsius on my dash, which is right about 100 
Fahrenheit. 

Following Quinn Cody’s lines through the valleys between the big dunes, I was gaining confidence. I just kept on the 
gas, and floated on top of the sand. Speed is a rider’s friend here, and the 1290R had all the power I needed to stay 
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moving forward in the deeper sand sections. Remarkably, I had relatively few difficult “moments.” Although, I did 
turn back at one point to help a Swedish journalist get unstuck from the sand. A note to make to oneself: make sure 
traction control is off in the dunes. 

Shooting out from the dunes, we hit a gravel road that was pretty shagged out. I ended up going off of the established 
road, but by doing so I risked hitting a g-out, or rut, going at a high speed. I got lucky, and avoided anything too bad. 

As we made our way on a short 15KM road section back to the hotel, I reflected on our day. I honestly have to say 
to be on this new bike and in this amazing area riding with a good group of people, was really special and one of the 
highlights of my adventure bike riding time. 



KTM SUPER ADVENTURE 












Whether it’s for day trips to local riding areas, ora ride around the world, the 1290 Super Adventure R is the bike to 
be riding. MSRP $17,999. Available at dealerships in April, www.ktmusa.com Special thanks to KTM, Alpinestars, 
Fly, Sidi and 100%. 
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MOTOREX 

Oil of Switzerland 


Motorex Power 
Ester-based engin 
performance for y 




motorexusa.com 
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For my second RTW journey, I decided to start from Califor- 
nia and prepare for the Husqvarna 701 Enduro at Rottweiler 
Performance garage in Costa Mesa. 

With the help of Rottweiler Performance, Converting the 
Husky 701 Enduro into an Overland Bike was a breeze. 

After all my preparations, my buddy Shane also decided to 
join me on this journey on his Honda Africa Twin. 
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We met in Arizona and decided to head to Copper Canyon in 
Mexico. In lieu of staying in Douglas AZ (border town across 
from Agua Prieta), we decided to stay in an old mining town 
called Bisbee. A beautiful town to start our trip which is ap- 
proximately 20 miles from the border. 

After the border, we headed to Creel and started riding day 
trips around the Canyon. There are many sights to see in 
this area from the valley of the monks. 

We spent two days around Creel and luckily enough we were/ 
told that the Super Marathon in Urique called Caballo Blan- 
co was to take place the next day. The Caballo Blanco is 
an extremely physical marathon that consists of about 50 
miles of running up and down the dirt mountain roads. 

The tracks around the canyon providel a wonderful view, as 
you head to Urique. The road turns into a dirt track after 
some twisty pavement riding. A very nice ride with many 
beautiful vistas. 


After watching the runners start the Caballo Blanco, we 
took the infamous road to Batopilas, which was eighty kilo- 
meters of mixed riding from chunky rocks to mud. 

I also found a rusty nail that penetrated my rear tire, but 
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fixed it on the track with the help of a log. 
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We arrived just around sunset to the Cartel controlled 
town of Batopilas. We were a little apprehensive at first, 
but we quickly realized that the Cartel leaves tourists alone 
and therefore we were free to discover the dirt track roads 
around Batopilas without any incidents. 
















We rested for about a day and did some exploring rides around Batopilas, including some of the nearby 
towns. The roads were perfect for ADV riding, with many different terrains and obstacles. A challenge for 
some, but mainly just great riding. We also found the indigenous population (the Tarahumara) to be more 
than welcoming. Mainly, I believe that the Tarahumara were curious as to why we were there in the first place! 

Riding around Barranca Del Cobre, aka Copper Canyon, is a must for adventure riders. We will be heading 
South to Guatemala and hoping to explore more of Mexico in upcoming days. 
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Andrew Short heads to 
Dumont dunes to get 
some rally navigation 
training from off-road 
legend Scott Bright. 



Photos and Words: Simon Cudby 






Upshift: Tell us what we are doing out 
here in the dunes today? 

Andrew Short: It’s an awesome 
opportunity to get some rally 
experience. It’s something that I’ve 
always been interested in, it seems 
like the ultimate trail ride. Being a 
pro motocross and supercross racer 
for so many years, I loved riding and 
racing, but it’s so one-dimensional. 

I fell in love with riding in the moun- 
tains of Colorado. That’s where I met 
Scott Bright, and we started talking 
about rally. It seemed like a great 
opportunity to learn something from 
him. I don’t know where it will go, but 
it may lead to something in the future. 






Upshift: Why have you become so 
interested in rally? 





Andrew Short: I’ve always seen 
rally on TV, but honestly it’s not 
that popular in America. Ricky 
Brabec is probably the best rally 
rider in America currently, and he’s 
a fantastic rider. I wasn’t too knowl- 
edgeable until I started talking to 
people at different events; that’s 
how I caught the bug. The average 
rider can get into rally pretty easily, 
but gear is a little expensive. It’s 
about $1500 for the “lunch box” 
unit and the instruments, so there 
is a bit of an investment. Also, you 
need some time to learn how to 
navigate. So, there is a lot of time 
you need to invest in before you 
go racing. 
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Upshift: So when is your first rally race? 

Andrew Short: I’ve signed up for the 
Sonora Rally in April. I’ve heard there are 
some massive dunes, and the navigation 
is pretty tricky, so we’ll see how that goes. 
I’ve been buddies with Scott Bright for a 
while now, and I’ve been very fortunate 
that he came out here to give me the 
“how-to”. He laughed at me getting lost, 
and gave me some of the tricks of the 
trade. It’s been a cool weekend, and I’ve 
gotten to ride in the dunes. Dumont 
Dunes are a lot bigger than I thought, and 
trickier to ride trying to follow CAP settings 
(compass heading). It was a lot of fun and 
definitely tricky, and it tested my skills and 
my knowledge. I think my brain is just as 
fried as my muscles. 
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BODY ARMOUR 


ve 


o 


tntort 

tectic 


ana 


A rider can 
choose to wear 
1,2 or all 
3 Layers 


(Dtechnical base layer 

BeCool™ Construction • Antibacterial • Quick Drying 


(2) body armour systems 

BeCool™ Construction • Dynamic • Reactive • Intelligent 


(Dwind proof outer-layer 


Defender® fabric • Thermolite® thermal insulation • Anti-bacterial 


4. BeCool j 


***001 


Base Layer 

$89 


Pro Shirt X-V 

$299 


Tornado Advance 

$84 


ALSO IN SHORT SLEEVE & PANTS ■ LADIES VERSION ALSO 


ALSO IN SHORT SLEEVE & VEST VERSIONS 


ALSO IN PANTS, BALACLAVA, NECK WARMER & GLOVES 


Forcefield: The Complete Inner Technical Layering system for Motorcyclists 


**£ tS/Moto 877.789.4940 I motonation.com 




Nothing determines survival more than water and adventure riding plans are dependent on access to safe 
drinking water. If your definition of “adventure” includes straying away from typical urban sources of drinking 
water, you will need a way to filter and/or purify water found in creeks, streams, and the like. 

Water treatment devices are categorized as filters or purifiers. Filters physically remove bacteria and proto- 
zoan cysts, which are the concerns when traveling in the USA and Canada. Purifiers handle viruses as well, 
more of a concern when you travel in less developed countries. 


When it comes to gear choices for the adventure rider, weight and size are main factors. Both need to be 
minimized, as storage capacity is limited on the bike, and they negatively play on handling and performance. 
However, this minimalist approach cannot compromise the effectiveness of water treatment, as nothing 
affects handling and performance as much as being heinously sick! 

The newly released MSR TrailShot is a 5 ounce (verified weight), fist sized water filter that is effective against 
bacteria and protozoa, and particulates to EPA and NSF standards. This filter is tiny, particularly for one that 
claims to filter lL/min and it takes up very little of the limited baggage volume available on the bike. The light 
weight of the MSR TrailShot is negligible considering the downside of not having safe water. 

The MSR TrailShot is simple to use, just drop the tiny pre-filter into a moving water source, and squeeze 
the silicone bulb forcing the water through MSR’s proprietary Hollow Fiber filtration matrix (replaceable 
and claimed to handle 2,000L). Drinking can be done directly from the conical spout or directed into any 
suitable container. The spout also matches most hydration bladder hose diameters, which allows direct fill 
without removing the bladder from the pack. Cleaning the filter is executed by vigorously shaking the unit. 

I have used the MSR TrailShot in seasonal creeks in Central Texas. The unit is indeed capable of filtering 1L 
per minute of non-murky water (always use the clearest running water source available). The hose is a little 
short for me to comfortably drink directly from the filter, so some water loss may be inevitable. Filtering 
directly into hydration bladders is effective and saves the hassle of dismantling the hydration system. Shak- 
ing the unit clears the filter and restores pumping efficiency and at no point did I feel the pumping effort 
excessive. The unit’s hose folds up and is held to the pump via an included rubber strap, barely making a 
dent in my tank bag or pannier’s capacity. The unit is not designed to treat water for a group of people, but 
the characteristics of this filter makes it easy for any one rider to carry one. 

Realistically, adventure riding itineraries are more dependent on drinking water than gasoline. Having a way 
to treat naturally available water sources not only lessens the anxiety of possibly running out of drinking 
water, it also reduces the weight of water carried and can be the saving grace in dire emergencies. The 
light weight and pocket size of this filter guarantees it will be a permanent fixture in my adventure riding kit. 
MSRP: $49.95. 




Words: Seiji Ishii Photo: Simon Cudby 





Fastway by Pro Moto Billet Adventure Footpegs 


One of the most popular aftermarket upgrades for 
the adventure rider are larger adventure specific 
footpegs. Normally OEM pegs are dwarfed; the larg- 
er surface area presumably bringing comfort during 
extended stints of standing on heavier bikes that 
require more forceful input from the legs and feet. 
This sounds good in theory, but concerns stir around 
the wider pegs being more prone to hitting obstacles 
or flexing under load. Fastway, by Pro Moto Billet, 
jumped into the game early and their pegs have be- 
come a permanent fixture on my favorite steed. 

The Fastway by Pro Moto Billet Adventure Foot Pegs 
increase the real estate available for your feet by a 
huge amount, measuring a stout 2.25” x 4.75”. This 
generous platform is threaded to accept eighteen 
stainless steel studs for traction; both 10mm and 
12mm lengths are included along with Loctite to 
ensure security. Each set of pegs includes an all 
stainless-steel bike specific fit kit. Although massive 
in dimensions, the pegs are not portly, averaging 
1.251b per pair, on par with stock units and much 
lighter than all steel adventure specific models. 

These pegs are adjustable in a myriad of ways, and 
decisions must be made during the installation pro- 
cess. The length of traction cleats, height of pegs and 
camber of pegs are all variable to account for person- 
al preferences. I run the shorter 10mm cleats, which 
leaves 2mm exposed (vs. 12mm, leaving 4mm ex- 
posed), maintain the stock height (vs. 8- 10mm low- 
er) and leave them flat (vs. tilted inwards.) Spiked and 
serrated cleats are offered by Pro Moto Billet, and dif- 
ferent types and lengths can be mixed (higher center 
row of the platform for example.) A patented Univer- 
sal Collar System (UCS) is included with each fit kit, 
and is comprised of a collar that sits between the peg 
body and the peg retaining pin. Simply flipping this 
clever collar alters the height of the peg, while a bolt 
that acts as a frame stop varies the camber. Another 
advantage of the UCS, is the ability to move the pegs 


to a different bike by purchasing different collars in- 
stead of the entire system. 

The wide stance of the Fastway Pro Moto Billet Ad- 
venture Foot Pegs initially caused concerns, as they 
seemed much more likely to hit trail obstacles, flex un- 
der load, and potentially fail to fold up if the bike goes 
down. The cleats also seemed super aggressive even 
with the shorter studs. The shorter studs have the 
potential to chew through boot soles in short order. 

Afterover4000 milesof testingin every conceivable 
condition and terrain, all concerns have been an- 
nulled. The large surface area and traction provided 
by the studs never failed in keeping my feet stable, 
wet or dry, no matter how aggressive the terrain. 
Even with a heavily loaded bike and as much body 
English as I can muster, I have never felt any dis- 
cernible flex. I have a few adventure boots that have 
softer soles and the massive surface area definitely 
diminished the potential for underfoot hotspots, 
even on the longest of days. The amount of traction, 
surface area, and leverage provided by the pegs, 
improved both chassis feedback and ability to force 
control through the legs and feet. I have only hit one 
obstacle with a peg: a rock buried at the crest of a 
roller, and the rounded corner profile allowed it to 
harmlessly glance off. In a few tip-overs, the pegs 
folded up as required; cut outs at the rear corners of 
the platforms allowed plenty of clearance. 

The Fastway by Pro Moto Billet Adventure Foot Pegs 
prove to be a fully functional and worthy upgrade to 
adventure bikes. All the benefits of the larger dimen- 
sions combined with the ability to customize trac- 
tion and positioning of the pegs, far outweigh the 
increased potential of them hitting trailside obsta- 
cles for this tester. Add the lack of a weight penalty, 
the proven durability over this long-haul test and the 
bling factor, and you have a product that demands 
serious consideration. MSRP: $274.95 with bike 
specific fit kit. www.promotobillet.com 




JetBoil-MiniMo Cooking System 


Most outdoor adventurers choose propane or 
isobutane canister type stoves over liquid fuel 
stoves for several reasons: easy starting (no 
pumping, priming), safety (no spilled fuel that can 
ignite or flare ups), and clean operation (no soot). 
The bane of lightweight canister stoves has been 
the relative lack of flame control. Full bore water 
boiling was no problem, but trying to simmer was 
frustrating at best. 

This is where the JetBoil-MiniMo cooking sys- 
tem was designed to shine. JetBoil has long been 
known for providing their namesake performance 
in boiling with its jet like output for remarkable 
boiling time from a super light and compact sys- 
tem. The MiniMo expands the temperature control 
while still maintaining the high output required for 
quick boiling. An advanced valve and “JetBoil Reg- 
ulator Technology” allow for fine tuning and main- 
taining heat output regardless of the fuel level in 
the canister. The graduated, hard anodized alumi- 
num 1L pot comes with an insulating cozy and met- 
al insulated handles that are surprisingly robust. 
The pot also has a lower and wider stature, making 
it less likely to tip over, and the spoon angle allows 
for easier eating directly from the pot. A drink 
through/strainer lid and canister-stabilizing legs 
are also included in the system. The MiniMo re- 
tains all the other features that made JetBoil a sta- 
ple for voyagers worldwide: locking of pot to stove 
for secure cooking, a “Flux Ring” heat exchanger 
on the pot to block wind and direct heat (increas- 
ing fuel efficiency), an included heat exchanger 
protective cap/measuring cup/bowl, and the abil- 
ity to nestle everything inside the pot, including a 
4oz fuel canister. I have used the JetBoil-MiniMo 
in every conceivable condition extensively since it 
was introduced in 2014. The promise of fine tem- 
perature control has proven true. The stove can 
simmer or warm at a very low output consistent- 
ly, without sputtering. When wide open, the stove 
can still boil water faster than I can find my spoon. 


It can also boil two cups of water in two minutes 
or less in informal testing. Although the Flux Ring 
does focus heat directly to the pot, it doesn’t pro- 
vide good wind protection. In high winds, I protect 
the stove flame with other items. The stove comes 
with a built-in piezo igniter, but it broke almost im- 
mediately; this is not uncommon and it is prudent 
to always have another ignition source regardless. 
The lid also comes off easily when packed and it 
requires care if you are using it as a strainer. The 
JetBoil-MiniMo isn’t really field serviceable. This 
is not normally a concern with canister stoves, 
but notable for those wandering on extended 
trips. Also notable is in true winter settings, leav- 
ing the fuel canister in the sleeping bag overnight 
improves that first boil immensely. The issue with 
partially spent fuel canisters exists with this stove, 
just like every other stove in this category. 



The JetBoil-MiniMo fires up easily, and boils amaz- 
ingly quickly and extends temperature control for 
expanding the menu beyond freeze dried meals. It 
is lightweight, compact and the brand has proven 
the choice of countless outdoor enthusiasts since 
2001. It remains my go to stove for the majority of 
my journeys and has definitely broadened my cu- 
linary options while adventuring. Verified weight, 
full system: burner, storage sack, pot, lid, stabi- 
lizing base, heat exchanger cap: lib, 0.3oz. MSRP: 
$134.95. www.jetboil.com 



When Upshift got its hands on this 
beautiful Husqvarna 701 Enduro 
rally build, we headed out to the 
Anza-Borrego desert to run it through 
its paces. Featuring the Omega rally 
build kit, plus parts from Husqvarna, 
Pro Taper, BRP, Scott’s, Power Cell, 
Seat Concepts, and Dunlop, the big 
Husky is ready to tackle anything 
from tight desert trails, to wide-open 
fast fire roads. A lot smaller than the 
lOOOcc-plus ADV bikes out there, this 
Husqvarna build fits right into where a 
lot of adventure riders feel that manu- 
facturers should be more focused on 
for a better experience off-road. 
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Omega Kit Details 

Kit weight including all the hardware: fuel pump, mount plates, brackets, 
lights = 15.6 Kg 

Kits manufactured from a matrix of composite materials such as carbon fiber 
kevlar and glass fiber 

2 Supplied tanks are 7 liter per side and constructed from carbon fiber/kevlar 

Fuel pump is relocated from rear standard tank to the rh front tank. 

All tanks are interlinked and can be individually isolated 

Ignition is in its standard position so the key lock still functions as original 
exhaust routing is still maintained 

Front tower is manufactured from carbon fiber and houses the high and low 
beam halogen lights 

Tower is painted saturn black and road book holder is included 

Lower bash-plate is included and also constructed from the same materials 

Both the standard high front fender or the lower fender can be used 
(lower fender is included) 

All connectors supplied are Husqvarna and kit includes all the hardware for 
installation of electrical items and fuel systems 

Kit parts are painted in single color of customers choice 
(2k automotive paint used) 

New seat is supplied as parts of the kit in black/blue 
Clear screen is included in the kit 

If the kit is installed on the bike there is an installation cost 

For export customers base kit is $6350 us plus freight, tax and duties 
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DESCRIPTION 

PART 

WEBSITE 

Rally Kit 

Omega Fiberglass 701 Rally Kit 
(2) 7 Liter Carbon Fiber gas tanks 
Carbon Headlight Tower 

Carbon Seat pan, Skid Plate, 
Windshield and mounting hardware 

www.omegafibre.net 

Graphics 

Omega Fiberglass Graphics Kit 

www.omegafibre.net 

Engine Covers 

Omega Carbon Engine Covers 
Exhaust cover 

www.omegafibre.net 

Bars 

Pro Taper Race-team Handlebars 

www.protaper.com 

Bar Mounts 

BRP Top Clamp with 

Scott’s Damper Mount 

www.brpmoto.com 

Steering Stabilizer 

Scott’s Steering Stabilizer 

www.scottsonline.com 

Air Filter Kit 

Power Cell Performance 

www.powercellperformance.com 

ICO Computers 

Road Book with motor 

www.icoracing.com 

Seat 

Seat Concept Seat Cover 

www.seatconcepts.com 

Front Tire 

Dunlop D908 Front Tire 

www.dunlopmotorcycletires.com 

Rear Tire 

Dunlop D908 Rear Tire 

www.dunlopmotorcycletires.com 


HUSQVARNA FACTORY ACCESSORIES www.husqvarna-motorcycles.com/us/accessories 


Wraparound 7800207920028 


Hand Guards 
CNC Clamp 
Oil Filter Cover 
Engine Plug 
Shifter Tip 
Clutch Cover 
Radiator Grille 
Rear Bag 
Rotor Protector 
Pegs 

Airbox Cover 
Akrapovic Exhaust 
Bag Plate 


81302944000 

81338943500 

7723000216068 

77734931144 

81302933044 

27035940044 

27012928000 

27013975044 

60103940000 

76006901000 

27005979000 



27012927000 







MOTORCYCLES SERVICE PARTS & ACCESSORIES ON-LINE STORE 


Your next adventure 


www.3bros.com 

1560 Superior Ave. #C 
Costa Mesa, CA 92627 
Phone: 949-642-0546 


#1 KTM and Husqvarna 
motorcycle seller in the USA 
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